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SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The Thirteenth Annual Convention of the American Society of 
Superintendents of Training-schools for Nurses was held at the Hotel 
Eittenhouse, Philadelphia, on April 8, 9 and 10, 1907. The Committee 
of Arrangements, of which Miss Ada Payne, of the Protestant Episcopal 
Hospital, was chairman, left nothing undone for the comfort and pleasure 
of the visiting members, and the convention will long be remembered as 
one where more than two-thirds of the entire membership of the Society 
was present; for the good fellowship, which seems to increase year by 
year; for the lively and very general discussions; and for the entertain- 
ment, so restful and full of opportunity for real visiting and interchange 
of experiences, which all agree are of as much value as the meetings 
themselves. The first session was called to order by the president, Miss 
Banfield, at eleven a.m. on Tuesday, May 8. The opening prayer by 
Et. Eev. Mgr. James P. Turner, was followed by addresses of welcome by 
the Hon. John B. Beyburn, Mayor of Philadelphia, and by Mrs. Cornelius 
Stevenson. In behalf of the Society, the president thanked the Mayor 
for coming in the midst of great pressure of work, and for his sympathy 
in the aims and objects of the association. 

That Mrs. Stevenson's address was appreciated goes without saying, 
for in addition to a remarkable comprehension of matters near to the 
hearts of superintendents of schools for nurses, her personality is very 
charming. The president's address followed, and after a five-minute 
recess a telegram, just received from Illinois, was read : " Bill signed by 
Governor at ten p.m." 
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The treasurer's report was then read and accepted. For the Council, 
the secretary stated that there had been three meetings since the last 
convention. At the suggestion of the president, each member of the 
Society had been asked for subjects for papers and discussions. Forty 
responses were received, a number of members from different parts of 
the country naming the same subjects. During the year six members had 
resigned and ten had forfeited privileges of membership for non-payment 
of dues. The deaths of two valuable and well known members, Miss Eva 
Allerton and Miss M. B. Smith, were sadly recorded. Thirty applications 
for membership had been approved by the Council, and were now pre- 
sented to the Society for election. Urgent invitations for the next con- 
vention had been received from Texas, California and Cincinnati. 
While the Council usually names the next place of meeting, in this 
instance it left the decision to the Society. 

This report having been approved, the new members were elected. 
There was lengthy discussion as to the next place of meeting, the subject 
being re-opened at another session. While the members would have been 
glad to meet in California with the Associated Alumnae, many could not 
do so for lack of time, so that Cincinnati's invitation was accepted. 

In the absence of Miss Samuel, the chairman of the Committee on 
Incorporation, Miss Maxwell reported that through the kindness of Mr. 
William Church Osborn we are now an incorporated society. A hearty 
vote of thanks to Mr. Osborn was moved and carried. The secretary then 
read Mrs. Cadwalader Jones' note of acceptance of her election as an 
honorary member in New York last year. The president announced the 
nominating committee : Miss Brent, Miss Dolliver and Mrs. Kinney, and 
the meeting adjourned. The evening session opened with a paper by 
Miss Anna L. Alline on " The Supply and Demand of Students in the 
Nurse Training-schools." Evidently this was a burning question with 
the members present, for a very animated and prolonged discussion 
followed, which will be published in the annual report. Miss McMillan 
then read her paper on " The Physical Effect of the Three Years' Course." 
The deductions from her carefully prepared statistics and from the 
discussion, seemed to be that shorter hours and a rigid physical examina- 
tion upon admission to the schools and elimination of delicate pupils 
would raise the health record. Wednesday morning, Miss Goodrich, 
chairman, read her report on " The Hospital Economics' Course," adding 
a plea for the endowment fund at Teachers' College. Miss Eiddle was 
then asked to read a paper by Mrs. Gretter entitled " Ways and Means of 
Raising an Endowment Fund for. a Chair of Hospital Economics." 

After briefly reviewing the early history of the establishment of this 
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course, the president called for an expression of opinion from several 
former pupils. Miss Parsons said that to her it was simply invaluable, 
that her daily work had been much the richer and she herself a better 
worker because of that year at Teachers' College. Others earnestly 
endorsed the course. Miss Boss, of the Johns Hopkins school, suggested 
that if every nurse pledged the proceeds of one day's work, and at once, 
the endowment fund would be assured by autumn. She stated that a 
few members of her Alumnae Association had already pledged six hundred 
dollars. Miss Eiddle said, amid laughter and applause, that Massachu- 
setts might not be able to get bills passed, but that they would not be the 
last in this. Whereupon she promised one hundred dollars from the State 
Association. Miss Maxwell explained that if Miss Nutting should not 
continue in her position at Teachers' College, there would be no one to 
represent nurses' interests there unless we secured an endowment, and 
she made herself responsible for one hundred dollars. The secretary 
pledged one hundred dollars from the District of Columbia and proposed 
that opportunity for making personal pledges be given at once. It was 
decided that Miss Alline should receive all contributions rather than that 
a committee be appointed. Within a few minutes, more than one thousand 
dollars was promised, to be given not later than January 1st, 1908. A list 
of donors to the endowment fund will be published later. Eeturning to 
the question of supply and demand of pupil nurses, Miss Walker made the 
following motion : " That a pamphlet be published by this Society setting 
forth the advantages of a nurse's training; containing a warning against 
short-course and correspondence-schools and giving the names and 
addresses of schools recognized by our Society and that said pamphlet be 
placed for sale and advertised in such a manner as to attract the attention 
of qualified women." This was seconded by Miss Dolliver and unani- 
mously carried. It was decided that the Society meet the expenses, and 
Miss Walker was appointed chairman of the committee. 

Mrs. Kinney was then appointed chairman of a committee to protest 
against the admission of graduates of correspondence-schools to the Civil 
Service examinations; also that the Bureau of Education be notified that 
such schools are not up to the standard and be requested not to include 
them in their professional school statistics. The question of a permanent 
badge was then brought up and after some amusing discussion, it was 
voted that one be adopted the selection being left to the council. At 
Mrs. Kinney's suggestion, the Society renewed its offer of services to the 
Surgeon General of the United States Army in case of national, calamity. 
On Thursday evening, Miss Dock spoke of the approaching Conference in 
Paris, of its educational importance, and hoped that the Society would 
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be well represented there. Miss Nutting was appointed as the representa- 
tive of the Society. Miss Maxwell then spoke of the necessity of trying 
to induce the young nurses to save their money and look out for the rainy 
day. She said that through the kindness of Miss Sargent, who is con- 
nected with the St. Barnabas Guild and the News Letter, an annuity can 
be obtained for nurses from the Traveler's Insurance Company of Hart- 
ford, Conn., at very reasonable rates. It is endorsed by leading business 
men in the country, and after outlining the offer it was hoped that the 
Society would endorse it. There was a long discussion, and while many 
of the superintendents personally endorsed the plan, the Society voted 
against it, there being the feeling that it was too serious a responsibility 
to assume. The remainder of the evening was devoted to the question 
box. On Friday morning, the Council reported that Miss Goodrich had 
been nominated chairman of the Committee on Hospital Economics. 
Miss Goodrich's election by the Society followed. 

Mrs. Quintard then read a paper on " Provisions Already Existing for 
the Care of the Sick of Moderate Means." This brought out interesting 
remarks, and Miss McKechnie moved that a committee be appointed by 
the Council to look into the question of nursing for people of moderate 
means, said committee to present a report at the next meeting, including 
suggestions for any practical working scheme. It was further moved 
that the Associated Alumnas be asked to appoint a committee of two to 
act with the one from this Society, of which Miss McKechnie is appointed 
chairman. Miss Davis then read a paper on " What We Are Overlooking 
of Fundamental Importance in the Training of the Modern Nurse." In 
this connection, Miss Walker told of the excellent results derived from 
sending her probationers to the office of a graduate nurse who has taken 
up physical training. Miss Walker then made the following motion : 
" That this Society emphatically endorses the three years' course for 
student nurses and does protest against the movement to reduce the term 
to two years." This was received with applause, and Miss Drown said : 
"I wish to add my voice, although feeble, to the endorsement of this 
resolution. For years we have been endeavoring at the Boston City 
Hospital to accomplish the three years' course and, as I said in a previous 
meeting, we began that course on January 1st, 1906, and we want to 
live to see it through." Laughter and applause followed Miss Drown's 
emphatic endorsement. The motion was unanimously carried. 

Votes of thanks were then offered to all who had contributed to the 
success of the Convention. Members had been granted the privilege of 
visiting the new building of the Jefferson Hospital ; the tea at the Hos- 
pital of the University of Pennsylvania by the superintendent, Miss 
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Smith, was greatly enjoyed; and all agreed that such entertainment as 
the boat ride on the Delaware and the automobile trip to Valley Forge 
was ideally restful in the midst of such absorbing and strenuous meetings 
as ours. The newly elected president was not present, but a telegram 
arrived from her at exactly the time that she would have been presented 
to the Society : " Deeply appreciate honor conferred by Society, Mary H. 
Greenwood." 

The following officers were elected for the coming year: President, 
Miss Mary H. Greenwood, Jewish Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio ; vice-presi- 
dent, Miss Maud Banfield, Polyclinic Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania ; second vice-president, Miss Florence W. Henderson, Eoyal Victoria 
Hospital, Montreal, Canada ; secretary, Miss Georgia M. Nevins, Garfield 
Memorial Hospital, Washington, District of Columbia; treasurer, Miss 
Anna L. Alline, 132 Lancaster Street, Albany, New York; councillors, 
Miss M. Adelaide Nutting, Teachers' College, Columbia University, New 
York City; Miss Annie W. Goodrich, Bellevue Hospital, New York City; 
auditors, Miss Ada M. Carr, 219% East North Avenue, Baltimore, Mary- 
land; Mrs. E. G. Fournier, Hope Hospital, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

Georgia M. Nevins, Secretary. 



ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 

By The Hon. John E. Beybuen, Mayor of Philadelphia 

I want to express the pleasure I have at being here this morning and 
extending to those of you who are strangers in the city the hospitality 
and welcome on the part of the chief magistrate. Eepresenting, as I do, 
the people, I am sure that I am simply expressing their sentiment — that 
they welcome you, and will be glad after you have gone. The city of 
Philadelphia at this time and for several years has been engaged in plans 
for erecting hospitals on a large scale. Of course, those of you who are 
residents of the city will know that I have only been in the office about six 
weeks; but I find that for years there have been great plans laid for 
hospitals and places for the care of the sick of all classes and conditions ; 
so that I feel that the gathering of your organization here to-day is 
peculiarly fitting and ought to be welcomed on the part of the authorities 
and the people of the city as just the thing that should have occurred. 
Because I believe you have these improvements in our hospital conditions 
and in the care of those that are helpless thoroughly at heart, if you will 
give some attention to this subject, as I have no doubt you intend to do, 



